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Scandinavian countries flats with central heating are a necessity
of comfortable existence through the long winters which restrict
the scope of outside enjoyment; and metropolitanization has not
yet reached pathological dimensions. The policy advocated by
the Myrdals is specially concerned with the provision of creches
and nursery schools to lighten the burdens which parenthood
imposes.

I have expressed lite opinion that family allowances on a scale
compatible with capitalist distribution applied within the frame-
work of capitalist production are not likely to guarantee survival.
This does not mean that family endowment can be dropped out
of the programme of a socialist economy. When civilized coun-
tries recognize the menace of racial extinction, women may well
be able to dictate their own terms, and I do not think it is profit-
able for a male to speculate upon what their terms will be. From
the masculine standpoint one consideration is obvious. It is a
monstrous injustice to expect men to undertake the financial
responsibilities of parenthood and agree to equal pay for equal
work. The attempt to induce the male population to co-operate
in maintaining its continued existence is not likely to succeed in
a society which endorses equal pay for equal work without paying
for the cost of rearing a family.

From the feminine point of view it is difficult to see how a
system of family endowment can be made to work if remunera-
tion for parenthood is less than for other forms of socially useful
activity. Hence planning for survival may entail a much closer
approximation to equality of wealth than most Socialists now
advocate. During the last few years we have witnessed what
appeared to be a headlong retreat from the equalitarian view in
the Soviet Union. The system of bonuses for motherhood intro-
duced during the past year may provide a new illustration of
progress by the interpenetration of opposites, and Equality, ktely
denounced as a social democratic deviation, may be reinstated as
proletarian virtue. In pursuing our own line to the Equalitarian
Commonwealth, we must either rehabilitate the socialist creed in
alignment with the evident biological failure of the Acquisitive